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TECHNICAL

PART 5 : NEXT INSPECTION

I/We (as indicated on page 1) recommend that subject to the necessary remedial work being taken, this installation should be further inspected and tested after an interval of not more than   years/months* (delete as appropriate)

Give reason for recommendation: 

Th e interval to the next 
periodic inspection

Th e purpose of this article is to make contractors 
aware of a subtle but nevertheless signifi cant 
change introduced to the requirements of 
BS 7671:2018 for recommending the interval to 
the next inspection of an electrical installation.

Introduction 
Electrical installations should be inspected 
and tested at appropriate intervals throughout 
their lifetime to identify damage, deterioration, 
defects or dangerous conditions that might 
aff ect safety (Regulation 651.4). It is the 
installation designer’s responsibility for 
making the recommendation to the fi rst 
periodic inspection, taking into account 
the frequency and quality of the 
maintenance the installation is likely to 
receive (Regulation 341.1). However, for 
subsequent periodic inspections, it is a 
matter of engineering judgement to be 
exercised by the inspector, who in making 
that recommendation should not be unduly 
infl uenced by the person ordering the work 
or their representatives.

In view of this, it should be noted that 
the previous requirement to record an 
appropriate interval on the Electrical 
Installation Condition Report (EICR) is 
now contained in Regulation 653.4 of 
BS 7671: 2018 and is amended as follows:

‘The Report shall indicate a recommended 
interval until the next inspection, supported 
by an explanation for the recommendation’ 

As a result, those responsible for compiling 
NICEIC Electrical Installation Condition Reports 
(EICRs) will notice that reports updated to the 
18th edition of BS 7671 include an additional item 
for this purpose. 

Where required by the person ordering the 
work, a detailed explanation for recommending 
a particular interval can be provided on an 
additional page and attached to the Report, 
but this is not generally necessary. In most 
cases, a brief statement giving the main reason 
for the recommendation is suffi  cient. Therefore, 
as shown in Fig 1, NICEIC EICRs updated to the 
18th edition of BS 7671 include an item entitled 
‘Give reason for recommendation’. 

In addition to the frequency and quality of 
maintenance that the installation is likely to 
receive, Regulation 652.1 requires the interval 
between periodic inspection and testing to be 
determined, taking into consideration factors 
such as:
•  the type of installation and the equipment 

installed,
•  comparison of test results with the previous 

records, 
•  the manner which the installation is used and 

operated, 
•  the external infl uences to which the installation 

is likely to be exposed, and
•  change of use. 

The age of the installation and the availability 
of electrical records are other factors that 
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   Fig 1 Next inspection    
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electrical installation should be conducted prior 
to any new tenants moving into the premises so 
that any damage that may have been caused to 
accessories and fi xed equipment is identifi ed 
and addressed.

For the purpose of monitoring the electrical 
safety of a rental property, it is benefi cial to 
supplement formal inspection and testing with 
regular (annual) visual inspections. For such 
purposes, the NICEIC ‘Domestic Visual Condition 
Report’ is made available. 

Conclusion
Regulation 653.4 of BS 7671: 2018 requires that 
the interval to the next periodic inspection is 
supported by an explanation. As outlined in 
this article, for most purposes it is suffi  cient to 
provide a brief statement giving the main reason 
for the interval recommended.   

contribute when determining the interval to 
the next inspection, but only the main reason 
for recommending the interval needs to be 
recorded on the Report. For some installations, 
such as construction sites and certain other 
special installations and locations, Part 7 of 
BS 7671 specifi es a maximum interval, while 
for other installations the interval should be 
determined based on the inspection and testing 
results obtained, and taking into consideration 
factors such as those listed previously. 

Depending on the type of installation, 
particular legislative or licensing requirements 
may require periodic inspection to be 
undertaken within a specifi ed interval. For 
example, legislation covering a House in 
Multiple Occupation (HMO) requires such 
premises to be inspected and tested at an 
interval not exceeding fi ve years1. Therefore, 
it would not be acceptable to record an 
inspection date which exceeds this interval. 
Where an interval less than the maximum 
specifi ed in legislative or licensing requirements 
is stated, the reason for recommending the 
reduced interval should be recorded. This may 
be the case, for example, where the insulation 
resistance values obtained show a marked 
deterioration, or where the installation has 
suff ered damage as a result of fl ooding, fi re, 
rodent attack and the like.

A fi ve-yearly frequency is also recommended 
for a domestic rental property. The Landlord 
and Tenant Act (England & Wales) 1985 places a 
duty of care on landlords to maintain their rental 
properties; however, the act does not specify a 
maximum interval in which the property should 
undergo inspection and testing. In Scotland, 
however, it is a legal requirement for periodic 
inspection to be undertaken on rental properties 
within a fi ve-year period.

Note: The interval to the next inspection 
is conditional upon all items that have been 
given a code C1 or code C2 being addressed, 
and any item coded (FI) should be investigated 
without delay.

It should be noted that a formal inspection 
and test may not always be required2. For 
example, where a change of tenancy occurs 
within a short period after a premises has been 
inspected and tested, it would not be necessary 
to undertake formal inspection and testing 
again. However, a visual inspection of the 

1   The Management of Houses 
in Multiple Occupation 
(England) Regulations 
2006 and the Management 
of Houses in Multiple 
Occupation (Wales) 
Regulations 2006. (Similar 
requirements apply in 
Scotland and in Northern 
Ireland). 

2   Periodic inspection is not 
required for an installation 
that is continuously 
monitored and maintained 
by skilled maintenance 
teams (Regulation 652.2). 

   Fig 2 Example of completing 
‘Part 5 Next Inspection’   

I/We (as indicated on page 1) recommend that subject to the necessary remedial work being taken, this installation should be further inspected and tested after an interval of not more than   years/months* (delete as appropriate)

Give reason for recommendation: 

5
As required by HMO legislation the installation must be inspected within the interval stated

   Fig 3 NICEIC ‘Domestic 
Visual Condition Report’ 

DVN18

This report is not valid if the serial 
number has been defaced or altered DVN18

DOMESTIC VISUAL CONDITION REPORT
Small installations up to 100 A single phase supply

Published by Certsure LLP Certsure LLP operates the NICEIC & ELECSA brands @ Copyright Certsure LLP (July 2018)
Warwick House, Houghton Hall Park, Houghton Regis, Dunstable, LU5 5ZX
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PART 2 : SUMMARY OF THE CONDITION OF THE INSTALLATION

General condition of the installation:  

Estimated age of electrical installation: (  ) years Evidence of additions or alterations: (  )

*Delete as appropriate 
** The proposed date for the next inspection should take into consideration the frequency and quality of maintenance that the installation can reasonably be expected to receive during its intended life, and the period should be agreed between relevant parties.

DETAILS OF THE CONTRACTOR
Registration No:  Branch No: 

Trading Title: 

Address:  

Postcode:  Tel No: 

DETAILS OF THE CLIENT
Contractor Reference Number (CRN): 

Name: 

Address:  

Postcode:  Tel No: 

DETAILS OF THE INSTALLATION
Occupier: 

Address: 

Postcode:  Tel No: 

PART 1 : DETAILS OF THE CONTRACTOR, CLIENT AND THE INSTALLATION

PART 3 : NEXT INSPECTION

I/We (as indicated in PART 1) recommend that a visual inspection / formal periodic inspection and test* is carried out after an after an interval of not more than   years/months*/**

Give reason for recommendation: 

PART 4 : DECLARATION

I being the person responsible for the visual-only inspection of the electrical installation (as indicated by my signature belo w), particulars of which are described in PART 1, having exercised reasonable skill and care when carrying 
out the inspection, hereby declare that the information in this report, including the observations and any attached pages, provides an accurate assessment of the condition of the electrical installation taking into account the 
limitations of a visual-only inspection

 Name (capitals):   Signature:  Date: 

Results reviewed by Qualifi ed Supervisor 
for the Approved Contractor Name (capitals):   Signature:  Date: 

PART 5 : CONSUMER UNIT

Main switch / Switch-fuse / Circuit-breaker / RCD

Main switch type: (BS (EN)  )

Circuit-breakers:  (BS (EN)  )

RCD: (BS (EN)  )

RCD operating current, IΔn : (  ) mA

Schedule of Circuit Details: (  )

Labelling Label for RCD protection: (  )

 Label for mixed wiring: (  )

 Label for next inspection: (  )

Absence of labelling (please state): 

DOMESTIC VISUAL CONDITION REPORT
Small installations up to 100 A single phase supply

Guidance on the completion of Certificates and Reports may be found in current 
NICEIC publications, details of which are available on www.niceicdirect.com

These reports are for use only by Approved Contractors and 
Conforming Bodies registered with NICEIC.

NICEIC forms are accountable documents. Unused reports 
should be kept secure by the Qualified Supervisor.

NCR (No Carbon Required)

Barcode
Place Holder

EAN: 5055483700331

52-53 Periodic inspections winter 2018-19.indd   5352-53 Periodic inspections winter 2018-19.indd   53 17/01/2019   14:2517/01/2019   14:25


